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sense; his frequent lectures to them were not wise; he was not
just to the order, as a whole, especially to its more prominent
members. The principal achievement, however, of this re-
markable man was to make a large increase in the Constabulary
force established by Peel many years before, and to extend the
arrangements for paid magistrates; and he set the system, in
part, on a new footing, by throwing the appointments largely
open to Catholics. By these means Ireland was virtually placed
under the control of a highly organised police, possessing
immense authority and administrative powers; and this de-
velopment of Peel's policy has had, but to greater extent, the
effects it produced from the first The Constabulary force and
the paid magistrates have done wonders in maintaining order,
and in keeping lawlessness of all kinds down ; the system has
gained the confidence of all classes; it is not too much to say
that it has held up to Irishmen the example of a high standard
of well performed duty, the value of which has been very great.
Yet disadvantages are to be set against this: the system, as,
indeed, was Drummond's object, has enormously increased
the power of the Castle; but, in combination with other
causes, it has greatly diminished the influence of the Irish
landed gentry, and this has been, on the whole, unfortunate.
It has tended to strengthen in Ireland " the English interest/'
, and to make the Central Government, more and more, what it
has always been, a bureaucratic regime*
The Melbourne Government deserves the credit of settling
the great Question of the Tithe in Ireland (1838). Its' leaders
however, like almost all the English statesmen of that
generation, did not attempt to apply a remedy to the grave
evils of Irish landed relations; they were certainly not fully
alive to them. These relations had, in some respects, im-
proved ; but in others they were growing distinctly worse; we
shall briefly examine the subject afterwards, when the attention
of Parliament was directed to it, unhappily at an untoward